®
1 The Global Language of Business
Germany

GS1 Germany

Data Quality Excellence (GS1 DQX) -
Release Notes

for the functional release on January 5, 2026

Version 1.0 , Dec 2025



®

1

Germany

Data Quality Excellence (GS1 DQX) —Release Notes

Document information

Document Name Data Quality Excellence (GS1 DQX) —Release Notes

Date of Last Change December 18, 2025

Document Version 1.0

Document Status First edition

Document Description GS1 DQX Release Notes: Information about upcoming changes to the
GS1 DQX Service

Change history

Version Date of change Summary of change
1.0 December 18, 2025 Initial publication
Disclaimer

GS1®, under its IP Policy, seeks to avoid uncertainty regarding intellectual property claims by requiring the
participants in the Work Group that developed this GS1 Document Name GS1 Document Type to agree to
grant to GS1 members a royalty-free licence or a FRAND licence to Necessary Claims, as that term is defined
in the GS1 IP Policy. Furthermore, attention is drawn to the possibility that an implementation of one or more
features of this Specification may be the subject of a patent or other intellectual property right that does not
involve a Necessary Claim. Any such patent or other intellectual property right is not subject to the licencing
obligations of GS1. Moreover, the agreement to grant licences provided under the GS1 IP Policy does not
include IP rights and any claims of third parties who were not participants in the Work Group.

Accordingly, GS1 recommends that any organization developing an implementation designed to be in
conformance with this Specification should determine whether there are any patents that may encompass a
specific implementation that the organisation is developing in compliance with the Specification and whether a
licence under a patent or other intellectual property right is needed. Such a determination of a need for
licencing should be made in view of the details of the specific system designed by the organisation in
consultation with their own patent counsel.

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITH NO WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY
OF MERCHANTABILITY, NONINFRINGEMENT, FITNESS FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ANY WARRANTY
OTHERWISE ARISING OUT OF THIS SPECIFICATION. GS1 disclaims all liability for any damages arising from
use or misuse of this Standard, whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory damages, and
including liability for infringement of any intellectual property rights, relating to use of information in or
reliance upon this document.

GS1 retains the right to make changes to this document at any time, without notice. GS1 makes no warranty
for the use of this document and assumes no responsibility for any errors which may appear in the document,
nor does it make a commitment to update the information contained herein.

GS1 and the GS1 logo are registered trademarks of GS1 AISBL.
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Update of visual validation comments

Visual validation comments provide information about discrepancies identified during visual
validation, similar to error messages from the automatic validation. They serve to improve data
quality in accordance with the validation specifications based on the GS1 Standard.

The following sections describe the changes that will be implemented in the visual validation
comments as of January 5, 2026.

Shortening and customization of comment prefixes

From January 5, 2026, the comment prefixes, i.e., the character string that introduces the visual
validation comments, will be used without the previous first character "»" and will be individualized
for each individual comment by means of numbering. Previously, the prefixes were uniform for each
error type.

In the future, the numbers in the prefix will assign an individual ID to each comment in combination
with the letters for the respective error type.

Example:

»A1l|F Fehlerhafte Abweichung: abweichende Reihenfolge. (Translation: »A1|F Incorrect
deviation: deviating order.)

»A1l|F Fehlerhafte Abweichung: abweichende Spurenangabe/n. (Translation: »A1|F Incorrect
deviation: deviating trace statement.)

From January 5, 2026

A4|F Fehlerhafte Abweichung: abweichende Reihenfolge (Translation: A4|F Incorrect deviation:
deviating order)

A5|F Fehlerhafte Abweichung: abweichende Spurenangabe/n (Translation: A5|F Incorrect
deviation: deviating trace statement)

Optimized wording for missing data from the product image and non-
incorrect additional information in the data set

Information missing from the product image in the data set that is identified during the visual
validation in the validation direction from the product image to the data set (also known as
validation extension) has previously been referred to as "Fehlerhafte Minderangabe" (translation:
incorrectly missing data). From January 5, 2026, the wording will be "Fehler: Fehlende Angabe/n
vom Produktbild" (translation: incorrectly missing data from the product image) in order to
describe this error in a more generally understandable way.

Example:
Current

»V1|F Fehlerhafte Minderangabe: Im Datensatz fehlt mind. eine Zutatenliste vom Produktbild.

(Translation: »V1|F Incorrect missing data: At least one ingredient list is missing from the

product image in the data set.)

From January 5, 2026
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V3|F Fehler: Fehlende Angabe/n vom Produktbild: Im Datensatz fehlt mind. eine Zutatenliste
vom Produktbild.

Translation: V3|F Incorrectly missing data from the product image: At least one ingredients list
from the product image is missing in the data set.

Information previously commented on as "Nicht fehlerhafte Mehrangaben" (translation: non-
incorrect additional information) will also be labeled in a more generally understandable way in the
future. The wording has been changed to: "Hinweis auf zusatzliche Angabe/n im Vergleich
zum Produktbild" (translation: Indication of additional information compared to the product
image).

Additional information in the data set that is commented on with this note cannot be verified during
visual validation due to its absence from the product images. However, it does not result in a
"Failed" validation. It is possible to remove this information from the data set, but it is not
mandatory.

In addition, the letters in the comment prefix for this comment category have changed from "M" to
llHll.

Example:

Current

»M2|P Nicht fehlerhafte Mehrangabe.

Translation: »M2|P Non-incorrect additional information.

From January 5, 2026

H1|P Hinweis auf zusatzliche Angabe/n im Vergleich zum Produktbild

Translation: H1|P Indication of additional information compared to the product image.

1.3 Comments on non-incorrect special character/punctuation mark
deviations are no longer reported
From January 5, 2026, special character/punctuation mark deviations that are not incorrect will nho

longer be commented on. This will streamline the GS1 DQX Report and simplify the visual
validation.

Examples of cases that will no longer be commented on as of January 5, 2026:

Data set Product image

Backerei XYZ GmbH & Co. KG Backerei XYZ GmbH & Co.KG

Postfach 2000, 54321 Beispielort Postfach 2000_54321 Beispielort

Bei Kontakt mit den Augen_diese sofort Bei Kontakt mit den Augen, diese sofort
grundlich ausspulen. grundlich ausspulen.

Comments on incorrect special character/punctuation mark deviations, such as hyphen-space-
deviations, remain unchanged. Only the comment prefix changes, as the letter "A" is replaced by a
lllel

Example:

Current
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»A2|F Fehlerhafte Sonderzeichen-/Satzzeichenabweichung.

Translation: »A2|F Incorrect special character/punctuation mark deviation.

From January 5, 2026

Z1|F Fehlerhafte Sonderzeichen-/Satzzeichenabweichung

Translation: Z1|F Incorrect special character/punctuation mark deviation

Chapter 2.5.2 of the GS1 DQX Kompendium contains documentation on the evaluation of special
character deviations, including special character deviations defined as incorrect and tolerances. In
addition, Chapter 2.5.1, which describes general tolerances in the visual validation, mentions special
character tolerances in isolated cases. The latest version of the GS1 DQX Kompendium is available
for download at_https://www.gs1-germany.de/produkte-
services/stammdaten/produktdatenmanagement/download-center/.
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2 Introduction of the check for the indication of at least one
communication channel from the product image for pet
food & detergents

For the product areas detergents and pet food, the packaging reference in the FMCG target
market profile specifies since the August release 25.08 on August 23, 2025 that at least one
communication channel must be provided via the GDSN master data exchange in the attributes
“"Communication channel code [M377]” and “Communication channel: link [M376]".

It has been agreed with the GS1 DQX PCO Expertengruppe that, as part of the visual validation
from January 5, 2026, it will be identified whether at least one communication channel identical to
the product image is maintained for detergents and pet food. If an entry is found in the data set but
does not correspond to the product image, the absence of a communication channel from the
product image will be evaluated as an error. However, the information already maintained remains

permissible.
Example of missing data for detergents or pet food

Example: The attributes "Communication channel code [M377]" and “Communication channel: link
[M376]” contain a telephone number that is not listed on the product image.

Data set Product image

TELEPHONE 09876-54321

01234-56789 -
www.beispiel.de

Result of the extended visual validation: At least one of the entries “"TELEPHONE"” + “09876-54321"
or “WEBSITE” + “www.beispiel.de” is expected in the data set from the product image.

» Evaluation: Error (GS1 DQX Certificate: Failed)
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